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SISTER 
DIAN HALL

Each year, in keeping with 
the Catholic tradition of 

All Souls’ Day, the sisters offer 
a Mass at the Motherhouse for 
all those who have died within 
the past year. This year it will 
be on Nov. 6. 

Due to covid-19, the Mass 
will be closed to the public but 
available to view online on the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Concor-
dia Facebook page beginning 
at 11 a.m. Sunday.

All Souls’ Mass set for 
Nov. 6 at Motherhouse

Have you gone shopping 
for walking shoes lately? 
There are as many styles 

and colors as there are breakfast 
cereals! As an avid walker, I look for 
shoes that might outlast my daily 
travels on uneven surfaces and 
rocky paths in the early morning 
hours.

Then I read a quote by Pope Fran-
cis that made me reflect on my shoe 
choices:

Trade in your comfortable sofa for
        a good pair of walking shoes
So you can set out on a new path.
I never really thought a pair of 

walking shoes could be a point of 
reference for spiritual reflection and 
my relationship with God, but Fran-
cis’ words changed my mind. 

What paths am I now walk-
ing? What paths will I walk in the 
days, weeks, and months to come? 
What shoes do I need to travel on 
the paths now and the paths of the 
future? How do my shoes enable me 

to travel this path with God without 
stumbling?

My walking shoes need a solid 
and sturdy foundation  — a sole 
(soul) that can withstand even the 
most uneven surface or the most 
challenging setback. 

One morning, before sunrise, I 
encountered an unexpected pothole 
on the road while walking. It was 
dark and something 
caused me to 
slow down 
before I 
walked into 
the hole. 
Perhaps my 
shoes have a 
foundation 
of frequent 
prayer and 
a growing 
relationship 
with God that 
keep me upright 
and don’t let me fall despite the 
sudden change in road conditions. 

Perhaps my daily 
walks and talks 
with God give me 
more balance and a 
greater clarity, even 
through the dark-
ness.

I look for walk-
ing shoes that fit 
my feet, shoes that 
aren’t too large or too small. 

Perhaps God is reminding me 
that I must strive to be the person I 
was created to be, complete with my 
gifts and my shortcomings. If I focus 
on becoming authentic before God 
and others, my feet fit easily into the 
shoes that I wear. I don’t struggle to 
be someone or something that I was 

    not created to be, 
           or someone 
               others 
   expect me 
     to be.
   Sometimes
    the insoles
    in walking  

         shoes are
                   stiff. I
                 usually 
           replace the 
          insoles with 
          cushiony ones
     that protect 

my callouses. As I think about my 
relationship with God and with 

others, I wonder if I replace my own 
stiffness and reluctance to change 
with an “in-soul” that is softer, more 
welcoming, and more willing to 
change and be transformed. If I do 
this, my feet — and my relationships 
— might be less painful and much 
healthier.

With lots of regular walking, my 
shoes wear out. When my knees 
begin to ache, it’s usually time to re-
place my shoes. I always replace my 
old shoes with a new pair that will 
help me continue my journey. 

In the spiritual life, the time 
comes when I need to replace old 
habits and ways of being that hinder 
me from deepening my relationship 
with God. Am I reluctant to replace 
my old habits with new and better 
ones? Do I struggle with change and 
refuse to allow God to transform 
me? Why do I keep wearing the old 
shoes when they are painful and 
keep me from setting out on a new 
path?

With each new day I remind my-
self it’s time to get up from my com-
fortable sofa and put on my walking 
shoes. God’s great adventure always 
includes a new and extraordinary 
path. And I don’t want to miss it!

Sister Dian Hall is a member 
of the congregation’s Leadership 
Council. She lives in Concordia.



Happy Fall from the Devel-
opment Office! Isn’t this a 
wonderful, colorful time of 

year? It’s also the 
time of year when 
retailers are busy 
making sure you 
see their advertise-
ments for the perfect 
holiday gifts. But this 
season is also a time 
of giving, so here’s a 
suggestion for a gift 
that benefits both 
you and your favorite 
charity.

A Qualified Charitable Distribution, 
or QCD, is a direct transfer of funds 
from your Individual Retirement 
Account (IRA) to the charity of your 
choice. And because of that direct 

transfer, it is not taxed as income. Ac-
cording to the IRS website, “Required 
Minimum Distributions” generally 
are amounts that an IRA owner must 
withdraw annually starting with the 
year that person reaches 72 (or 70½ if 
you reach 70½ before Jan. 1, 2020).

Here’s an example of how it works: 
Joe is 75 and has $50,000 in an IRA. 
There’s a set formula to determine 
how much he is required to withdraw 
each year, so let’s say this year it’s 
$2,185. But Joe knows he doesn’t need 
that much, so he decides to withdraw 
$1,500 for himself and then transfer 
the remaining $685 to his charity of 
choice. Thus, he has made his required 
minimum distribution and avoids 
having to pay tax on the portion he 
donates. 

Important notes: 

► The money for the QCD can 
only come from an IRA, and must be 
a direct transfer. If in our example Joe 
were to withdraw the full $2,185 and 
then make a $685 donation later on, 
his total withdrawal would count as 
taxable income.

► Note the word Qualified in QCD. 
Generally “qualified charities” are 
nonprofit groups that are religious, 
charitable, educational, scientific, or 
literary in purpose, or that work to 
prevent cruelty to children or animals. 
(And yes, that includes the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Concordia.)

► Although it doesn’t apply to 
our hypothetical Joe, we’ll note that 
the maximum allowed for a QCD is  
$100,000.

With current tax laws and higher 
standard deductions, itemizing things 

like charitable donations may not be 
an option. But a QCD offers the same 
type of benefit without adding cum-
bersome paperwork.

As always, it’s best to check with 
your tax advisor.

If you would like to make a tax-
saving donation from your IRA to 
the Sisters of St. Joseph, we would be 
more than happy to help. Contact me 
in the Development Office for more 
information.
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AMBRIA 
GILLILAND

QCD: Alphabet soup? Or a way to save on taxes?
HAVE QUESTIONS?  

Ambria Gilliland
Assistant Development Director

 785/243-2113, ext. 1225 
agilliland@csjkansas.org

Sisters of St. Joseph  Development Office 
P.O. Box 279  •  Concordia, KS 66901

More than two years after publication, 
Sister Sally Witt was finally able to return 
to Concordia earlier this month for the 

official signing ceremony of her book “Beyond the 
Frontier: The History of the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Concordia, Kansas.”

The 541-page book was published in 2020 in the 
midst of covid lockdowns and travel restrictions, so 
the official launch was delayed. Finally, the Cloud 
County Travel & Tourism Information Center was 
able to host a public book signing on Oct. 18.  

The title of the new book acknowledges the 1948 
book “Footprints on the Frontier” by Sister M. Evan-
geline Thomas, PhD, which detailed the congrega-
tion’s history up to that point. The new book builds 
upon the pioneering work of Sister Evangeline, but 
it is not a sequel.

 “The book doesn’t start where ‘Footprints’ left 
off,” Sister Sally said. “It actually starts in prehistoric 
Kansas and then gets more seriously in depth when 
the sisters go to Canandaigua, N.Y., in 1854.”

A reviewer in the July 2021 issue of American 
Catholic Studies said Sister Sally “has created a work 
of scholarship that not only honors the legacy of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia; it portrays 
the complexities of Catholic history from the 19th 
century to the present.”

That reviewer also noted, “Contrasting with 
earlier histories of women’s religious communities, 
Witt does not hide the uncomfortable pieces of the 
past.  She demonstrates how strong women ... were 
often opposed by bishops and priests who wanted 
to control the labors of the group.”

Sister Sally, a member of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Baden, Pa., first visited Concordia in October 
2013 and officially began work on the book the fol-
lowing January. Over the next five years, she would 
return for up to three months at a time, compiling 
research and working closely with Sister Bernadine 
Pachta, then archivist for the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Concordia.

“Sally’s writing of our history is a great and en-
during gift for us as a Community of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Concordia and to all religious communities 

in the world,” Sister Bernadine said. “The material 
she has cited in the book is voluminous. No stone 
was left unturned.”

Author finally returns for official history book launch
“Beyond the Frontier” is available 

at the Nazareth Motherhouse Gift Shop.
Open 9 am-5 pm, Monday-Friday

Price: $25 per copy 
Shipping is available for an additional $5.

To order, contact Jane Wahlmeier 
at 743-243-2113, ext. 1101 

or jwahlmeier@csjkansas.org

Sister Sally Witt talked about the research that went into “Beyond the 
Frontier” and then signed copies during the event at the Cloud County 
Travel and Tourism Information Center Oct. 18.
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A special message from Sister Jean Rosemarynoski,
president of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia

It seems that every story we tell these days 
includes the line, “And then covid happened…”

So does this one.
As we gather, we are missing 20 people who 

would normally be in attendance. Some we already 
knew could not be here but most are not here due to 
illness. So, we do remember them.

In spite of all that, our October Assembly has 
featured two beautiful professions, reports about 
financial health and relationships, and a joyous 
celebration connecting with our Brazil mission for 
their 60th anniversary. We are blessed!

The last time we gathered  — this past June — we 
talked about the need to responsibly plan for the 
future while being fully engaged in mission here 
and now. And we talked about our vulnerability, and 
how to use that vulnerability as a strength.

We cited an article in Review for Religious titled 
“Apostolic till the Very End,” which spoke about min-
istry as “sacramental within the ordinary incarnated 
through our embodied selves unrelated to activity.” 
In the article, a sister named Dorothy said “to live 
the incarnation by being God’s merciful love is more 
important than any specific work.”  

Merciful love…

Our encounters permeate the mission and the 
mission is our ordinary encounters. Ordinary 

— ones we do every day wherever we are. The most 
mundane becomes sacramental. In God’s generous 
gift economy, while our relationships serve others, 
we, ourselves, are graced by them. 

As Sisters of St. Joseph we have an innate apos-
tolic impulse. Part of that is continuing our own 
journey of conversion. 

Our collective Commitments to Mission and Min-
istry reflect back to us who we are. They represent 
the deepest — and most exquisite — yearnings of 

our hearts. In addition to the outward ministries 
there was also a desire for inner conversion. We 
said in them such things as accept our limitations; be 
open to the Spirit; deepen fidelity to the vows; live in a 
spirit of nonviolence; commit to contemplation; grow 
in the charism and more.

That is who we are: A small congregation of 
women living in mostly rural areas immersed in 
the mission while tending to inner conversion and 
planning for those who are to come after us. How 
blessed we are!

We have been showered with abundant material 
blessings in recent months, as shown in the Annual 
Report published in August with its phenomenal 
generosity from donors. Even in the midst of the 
financial downturn our financial advisor minimized 
our risk and kept us healthy. It is important we keep 
sharing our abundance. 

We have been blessed with the family from 
Ukraine, have welcomed the Dominican Sis-

ters from Vietnam, are seeing two Agrégée Sisters 
join our community,  join in the celebration of our 
Brazil mission’s 60th anniversary, and are part of 
the Catholic Sisters of Kansas to further the legacy 
of the women religious across our state.                                

Yet our greatest gift always is our faith and each 
other.

At the same time, we face the same challenges as 
other communities in the broader Church.

Earlier this month we hosted the regional meeting 
of the Leadership Conference of Women Religious, 
for an overview of the emerging future and gover-
nance of women’s communities. That included an 
update on an international gathering planned for 
sometime in the near future that will focus on the 
Vatican’s recognition that current canon law is not 
adequate for religious life today. Among those at-
tending that meeting will be leaders of conferences 
of women religious, who will discuss with Vatican 
officials changes needed in canon law to fit today’s 
reality. Our community, as a member of LCWR, will 
be represented by our leadership.

So… Much is happening in our personal lives, our 
communal life and the broader church. 

As we gathered for our Assembly this month, 
we reflected on what we’ve shared, thought about 
everything in which we are engaged and recognized 
the need for the charism today. That brings me back 
to the quote from a sister named Dorothy: We “live 
the incarnation by being God’s merciful love.”  

Merciful love… That is our call. 
Again, we say, how blessed we are!

Sister Jean Rosemarynoski opens the October Assembly at the Nazareth Motherhouse with a message of hope and love.

That is who we are: A small congregation 
of women living in mostly rural areas 

immersed in the mission while tending to
inner conversion and planning for those 
who are to come after us. 

“

”

This is a condensed version of the opening address given by Sister 
Jean at the congregation’s October Assembly.
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LEFT: Sister Jean Rosemarynoski begins a conver-
sation via video link with Brazilian sisters at three 
different missions. With Sister Jean, from left, are 
Sister Pat Eichner, who just returned from a visit to 
the Brazilian missions; and Sisters Rose Marie Dwyer 
and Donna Otter, who each served in Brazil for nearly 
40 years. 
ABOVE: Sisters in three Brazilian missions join the 
conversation with Concordia sisters. The front wall 
of the auditorium shows those three video feeds, 
while the upper left shows the sisters gathered in the 
Nazareth Motherhouse.
BELOW: Sisters gathered in the Motherhouse audito-
rium clap and cheer as the video link is made with the 
Sisters of St. Joseph in Teresina, Piauí, Brazil.

Connection
Concordia, Brazil celebrate 
mission’s 60th anniversary

When Pope John XXIII in 1961 called 
for religious communities to establish 
missions in South America, the Sisters 

of St. Joseph of Concordia responded with enthusi-
asm. The first four sisters from Concordia arrived 
in Teresina, Piauí, Brazil, in 1963. And this year, on 
Founder’s Day, Oct. 15, the Brazilian Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Concordia began a yearlong celebration of 
their 60th anniversary. 

Although all of the original four American sisters 
are gone  — Sister Pat Neihouse was the last survi-
vor until her death in 2018  — two sisters who went 
to Brazil in 1965 were able to join the celebration. 
Sisters Donna Otter and Rose Marie Dwyer have 
both now retired from active ministry and live at the 
Motherhouse in Concordia.

Today the sisters have missions in Teresina as 
well as Caxias, Maranhão, and Aníso de Abreu, Piauí. 



See Ukraine page 12
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It’s an improbable setting for a 
story of occupation, invasion 
and war. The reason a Ukrainian 
mother, daughter and granddaugh-

ter came to be telling that story on a 
warm October afternoon in Concordia 
is even more improbable. 

Elena and her daughter Tatiana sit 
on lawn chairs in the sunshine while 
3-year-old granddaughter Sofiia draws 
with chalk on a nearby sidewalk. Using 
a translation app on their phones, to-
gether they recount the painful journey 
that began eight years ago.

Elena is absolutely clear: Russia’s 
war against her native Ukraine began 
in 2014, with the invasion of Crimea, 
followed swiftly by the occupation 
of the Luhansk region, including the 
city of Alchevsk where she lived and 
worked. “We had to go to territory 
controlled by the Ukrainian authori-
ties,” Elena explains simply. That meant 
leaving their home and going to the city of Severo-
donetsk, roughly 50 miles north. Severodonesk was 
still within the Luhansk region, but beyond the area 
controlled by Russians and pro-Russian separatists.

It was there that Tatiana met and married her 
husband, and in 2018 she moved with him to the 
seaside city of Mariupol, where their daughter Sofiia 
was born in 2019.

Although not really noticed by western media, 
the struggle for control of Eastern Ukraine 
continued through those years. Called the 

War of the Donbas, the death toll for civilians and 
military troops from February 2014 to February 
2022 is estimated to be more than 14,000.

Then on Feb. 24, 2022, Russia invaded.
“There was an attack on Luhansk and Donetsk 

regions. But the front line was far away from the city 
of Severodonetsk,” Tatiana recalls. “The front line 
was in Mariupol” — where Tatiana and her family 
were. “The Russians started attacking on the left 
bank (of the Dnipro River). We lived on the right 
bank.”

That was when Tatiana made the decision to 
leave.

“My mother was safer in the city, so Sofiia and I 

went there.” She says her husband stayed in Mari-
upol with his parents.

By early March, “There was a terrible offensive in 
Mariupol, and we saw the moment when there were 
planes bombing the left bank,” Tatiana says. “We 
were already disconnected from the city, and we did 
not know how our friends were doing there and, of 
course, how Sofiia’s father was doing.”

At the same time, the situation in 
Severodonetsk was worsening.

“There were a lot of attacks, explo-
sions, and we heard it all,” Elena says. 
“But these explosions were still far 
from the city.”

Then, Tatiana says, “At the time the 
we saw tanks in the city of Severo-
donetsk. we learned that the Russian 
(troops) were already on the outskirts.

“And there was an offensive. We 
did not expect it, and we thought that 
Ukraine would be able to repel the 
Russians.”

B y that time, it had become very 
difficult to leave Severodonetsk. 
“It was only possible to evacuate 

by rail,” Elena says. “People’s private 
cars could no longer pass by, buses 
were being detained, the roads were 
mined…”

And the nearest railway station 
was Kramatorsk, some 70 miles to 

the west. Ultimately, they found a minibus run by 
church representatives and made it to the rail sta-
tion. There, Red Cross volunteers helped organize 
the refugees flooding into Kramatorsk, and the little 
family of three found seats on one of the twice-a-
day evacuation trains headed to Lviv in far western 
Ukraine.

With them were just two suitcases, stuffed with 
warm clothes for the cold weather of Ukraine in 
March along with all their identification documents. 

In peacetime, the trip from Kramatorsk to Lviv 
would take 18 hours. In war, it took three full days. 
“We stopped many times,” Tatiana says. “There was 
shelling, and we would stop and wait for it to ease.”

When they did finally arrived in Lviv, they were 
among nearly 200,000 “internally displaced per-
sons” who had fled eastern Ukraine for the relative 
safety of the area on the Polish border.

There they found a large camp set up for the 
refugees, with hot food, tea and accommodations 
for those who — like Elena and Tatiana — wanted 
to stay in Ukraine. Volunteers were also on hand to 

Breathing a full breath 
From Ukraine to Kansas, from war to peace

The War of the Donbas began in 2014 when Russia 
troops invaded Crimea and Russia-backed separat-
ists occupied areas in eastern Ukraine.

Cities mentioned in the  
story are marked with 
this arrow ▶ 

▶▶

▶

▶

▶
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TO READ ONLINE: www.csjkansas.org/council-at-60
There is also a printable PDF available at that link. (Note: It’s 13 pages with footnotes.)

As we begin the celebration of the Council’s 60th anniver-
sary, I experience both gratitude and a little regret — that 

my mother who loved ‘Good Pope John’ and rejoiced in the 
work of the Council did not live long enough to help celebrate 
this very special anniversary, and gratitude that I am living 
long enough to see the prophecy of Pope John become reality.

       — Sister Catherine Michaud, PhD

Sixty years ago this month, Vatican Council II took up the tasks of rescuing the Church 
from its medieval past and planting it in the modern world — an idea Pope John 
XXIII called in Italian aggiornamento — and completing the work of Vatican I. Theo-

logians like Sister Catherine Michaud argue the Council was the most important event in 
Christianity since the Protestant Reformation — and, significantly, this Council consigned 
the most important work of the Church in modern history to all of us, its baptized members. 

Our first task is the critical work of “reception” of the Council’s spirit and teachings. But 
tragically, Sister Catherine believes, most Catholics until now have only the barest knowl-
edge of the Council, and sometimes what they have come to believe is distorted. 

How can the People of God “receive” what they do not know? 
Reading, discussing, and meditating on the Council documents is critical to understand-

ing and implementing its teachings. 
To help us do that, Sister Catherine has outlined four areas to help better understand 

and appreciate the aggiornamento of the Council as we celebrate this 60th anniversary: 1) 
how the Council addressed the “soul” of the Church; (2) the melding of motives among the 
majority voices where the spirit of the Council still speaks; (3) the lingering effects of the 
minority voices in the Council who feared losing the Church’s “tradition;” and (4) the events 
since the Council’s 50th anniversary affecting the reception of Vatican Council II now.

You can find her essay, complete with references, online on our website below. There is 
also a PDF form for ease of printing.

Sister Catherine R. Michaud, PhD, was 
born in Salina, Kan., in 1945, while her 
father was serving in the Air Force at 

Schilling Air Base. Her mother was born in Hays, 
Kan., and was close to her godmother, Sister Rose 
Catherine Brungardt, and her two sisters who had 
also been Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia. When 
World War II ended, Cathie and her parents re-
turned to Colorado where her father had inherited 
his father’s farm. She grew up in Colorado with her 
13 younger brothers and sisters.

Cathie attended Colorado State University for 
three and a half years before she entered the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph of Concordia in September 1967. 
She then completed a bachelor’s degree in English 
at Marymount College of Kansas. After teaching 
language arts and religion for several years, she 
was appointed to the team of the congregation’s re-
treat center, Manna House of Prayer in Clyde, Kan.

As preparation to continue in this position, she 

received training in spiritual di-
rection and retreat work in the 
Ignatian tradition and earned 
a master’s degree in spiritual-
ity from Gonzaga University 
and Immaculate Heart Retreat 
Center in Spokane, Wash. But 
rather than returning to Manna 
House, she was appointed to 
the theology faculty of Mary-
mount College. 

To continue teaching theology she undertook 
doctoral studies in systematic theology at Regis 
College of the Toronto School of Theology in To-
ronto, Ontario, Canada. She was awarded the S.T.L 
(Licentiate in Sacred Theology) from Regis College 
(Summa cum Laude) in 1993 followed by a Ph.D. 
in Systematic Theology from the Toronto School 
of Theology of the University of Toronto. Her dis-
sertation titled, Pneumatology in Vatican Council 

II: Forward Steps and Open Questions, has been the 
basis for her subsequent teaching and scholarly 
works in ecclesiology and pneumatology (theology 
of the Holy Spirit).

Early in Sister Catherine’s doctoral studies in 
Toronto,  Marymount College closed. So in 1994 
she joined the faulty of the College of St. Catherine, 
now St. Catherine University, in St. Paul, Minn. 
She taught systematic theology and spirituality 
for 18 years at the undergraduate and graduate 
levels, and served as director of the Master of Arts 
Program in Theology, which included oversight of 
the graduate certificate program in spiritual direc-
tion. She also served as director of the Certificate 
Programs in Pastoral and Catechetical Ministry. 

Today Sister Catherine is engaged in spiritual 
direction, directing retreats, research, writing, and 
lecturing in her areas of specialty, Vatican Council 
II, ecclesiology, and pneumatology in the Archdio-
cese of Saint Paul-Minneapolis predominantly. 

VATICAN
 II

Reflections on
the Council’s

60th anniversary

“

”
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When Father Barry Brinkman delivered the hom-
ily during a special Mass Oct. 16, he said there 
are many roads to religious profession. Some 
are paved and straight, with good lighting and 

accurate signs; they make for a quick trip. But others are grav-
eled and rough, with sharp turns and twists and no signs at all 
to point you on your way; the difficulties often mean delays.

The two women sitting directly in front of Father Barry 
knew he was speaking to them. They had each taken the lon-
ger, more arduous road — and yet they had arrived, to profess 
their vows as the two newest Agrégée Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Concordia.

Christine Carbotte and Connie Palacio each professed a vow 
of fidelity and commitment to “God, to the mission and to the 
Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia.”

The solemn ceremony was followed by a joyous response 
from the assembled sisters: A blessing and song welcoming 
them to the community.

Sister Christine Carbotte lives 
and serves in Hamilton, Ontario, 
Canada, and first met the Concor-

dia sisters when she came here in 2015 as 
part of the novitiate program coordinated 
by the U.S. Federation of Sisters of St. Jo-
seph, a cooperative organization of about 
20 individual congregations.

When that nine-month program ended, 
Sister Christine returned to the Congrega-
tion of Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada and 
in October 2015 professed her temporary vows as a canonical 
sister. For the next four years, she served at a St. Joseph retreat 
center in Cobourg, Ontario. But the work there led to some 
serious health issues, and at the end of 2019, she went back to 
Hamilton.

As she struggled with her health, she said she also struggled 
with her calling. “By January or February (of 2020), I realized, 
‘I don’t think I can do this,’” she recalls. In deep discussion 
with her congregation’s leadership, she heard the message she 
needed:

“Sister Margo Ritchie, our president, said ‘You’re trying to 
put your foot in a shoe that doesn’t fit. There’s nothing wrong 

with your foot, or the shoe. It just doesn’t fit.’” 
So she made the difficult decision to leave the com-

munity.
Covid lockdowns hit Ontario just as Christine began 

praying about where her path would take her. “The call-
ing was still there, and the charism of the Sisters of St 
Joseph,” she says. “I needed to find a way of living it that 
was a better fit for me.”

That brought her back to thinking about Concordia, 
where she had heard about a new form of religious 
membership that the sisters had revitalized in 2006.

To learn more about Agrégées, see the story at right.

She got in touch with Sister Ann Ashwood, an 
agrégée who had served as program director here for 
the Federation novitiate, and those talks led to more 
discussion with the leadership here. Finally, in January 
2021, Christine began the coursework required as an 
agrégée candidate. What is normally a three-year pro-
gram was shortened to about a year and a half because 
of her background as a canonical sister.

It culminated Oct. 16 at the Motherhouse here.
“It’s been an interesting journey,” the 60-year-old 

said with a soft chuckle. “And now I go home.”
“Home” will again be Hamilton, where she volun-

teers with DeMazenod Door, a wide-ranging outreach 
program, and the Good Shepherd Brothers food bank. 
She also cares for her mother, who lives nearby.

Sister Connie Palacio of Anaheim, 
Calif., had retired as a teacher in 
2010, and was staying busy with 

a long list of volunteer work connected to 
her church — various duties with St. Vin-
cent de Paul, pastoral care at a St. Joseph 
hospital, prayer and meditation groups in 
her home parish… 

But, she says, she was “looking for some-
thing away from home” when she found 
a Concordia, Kan., listing on the Catholic 

Network of Volunteer Services in 2014. So she came here and 
lived and worked at Manna House of Prayer for five months. 

The next summer she came back, this time as a volunteer 
at the Motherhouse. That stay lasted 16 months and she 
became a CSJ Associate while here.

Over the next few years she came back two more times, 
always with the focus, she says, of “What do you need me to 
do?”

Each time she went back to California, she sought out the 
feeling of community she’d found here — and then finally 
she realized, “I have a community, it’s just 1,500 miles 
away.”

So in October 2019, she entered the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Concordia as a candidate.

Three years later — on Oct. 16, 2022 — when Sister Connie, 
now 70, professed her vow, her five siblings, her grown daugh-
ter and other family members were here to join her celebra-
tion. (She also has a grown son and two grandchildren.)

New sisters find 
their road home

ABOVE: (From right) Sister Jean Rosemarynoski, president of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Concordia, and Sisters Christine Carbotte and Connie Palacio listen intently during 
the profession Mass  at the Nazareth Motherhouse Oct. 16.
AT RIGHT:  Motherhouse chaplain Father Barry Brinkman leads a prayer during the 
profession Mass for the two newest Agrégée Sisters of St. Joseph. 



8 The Messenger  |  OCTOBER  2022                                             OCTOBER 2022   |   The Messenger   9 

See Agrégées, page 10

The next summer she came back, this time as a volunteer 
at the Motherhouse. That stay lasted 16 months and she 
became a CSJ Associate while here.

Over the next few years she came back two more times, 
always with the focus, she says, of “What do you need me to 
do?”

Each time she went back to California, she sought out the 
feeling of community she’d found here — and then finally 
she realized, “I have a community, it’s just 1,500 miles 
away.”

So in October 2019, she entered the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Concordia as a candidate.

Three years later — on Oct. 16, 2022 — when Sister Connie, 
now 70, professed her vow, her five siblings, her grown daugh-
ter and other family members were here to join her celebra-
tion. (She also has a grown son and two grandchildren.)

What will be different now, after the road from volunteer to 
CSJ Associate to candidate to agrégée sister?

“Honestly, nothing,” she says after a slight pause. “Maybe I’m 
more a part of the community. But I already felt that.

“When I come here, I feel like I’m coming home.”

ABOVE: (From right) Sister Jean Rosemarynoski, president of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Concordia, and Sisters Christine Carbotte and Connie Palacio listen intently during 
the profession Mass  at the Nazareth Motherhouse Oct. 16.
AT RIGHT:  Motherhouse chaplain Father Barry Brinkman leads a prayer during the 
profession Mass for the two newest Agrégée Sisters of St. Joseph. 

There’s still a bit of wonder in 
Sister Marcia Allen’s voice 
when she recalls a gather-

ing in St. Louis last summer, where 
women from communities of St. 
Joseph came together to learn more 
about the agrégée movement that 
had been revitalized here nearly 20 
years ago.

There were some 40 agrégées in 
person, plus many more on Zoom 
video calls, including women from 
Canada and India.

“It was like being in a popcorn 
popper just as the popping begins,” 
Sister Marcia said. “The energy was 
incredible.”

Even more incredible, in her telling, 
was that “all of this energy has been 
unleashed on the world because of 
an accident that happened here in 
Concordia in 2003.”

Well, hardly an accident… 
Historians among the Sisters of 

St Joseph elsewhere in the U.S. had 
spent decades translating and study-
ing the original French documents 
that dated from the congregation’s 
founding in 1650 in Le Puy, France. 
As they learned more, they shared 
with leaders of other congregations 
— including Sister Marcia and the 
late Sister Bette Moslander in Concor-
dia.

“Bette and I had read and heard 
the word agrégée many times, but we 
didn’t understand its significance,” 
Sister Marcia recalls. “Just listening to 
Sisters Anne Hennessy and Patricia 
Byrne, two of the historians, Bette 
and I just felt like we’d stuck our 
fingers in an electric socket.”

Canonical sisters are the most 

familiar. In 17th century France, they 
were often referred to as the “princi-
pal” or “city” sisters; they professed 
the three vows of poverty, chastity 
and obedience; and lived together in 
communities of six or so. 

There were also “country” sisters 
— the agrégées, pronounced ah-gre-
ZHEY and from the French word for 
“attached to” or “aggregated with.” 

They made a vow of stability that 
included the three vows and lived 
according to the rules of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph just as the “city” sisters 
did. They lived in villages singly or in 
groups of two or three, and were rec-
ognized by the local people and the 
local churches as Sisters of St. Joseph.

The shocking realization for the 
two Concordia sisters was that this 
was a different form of religious life. 
That was soon followed by a second 
shocking realization: There were 
already women attracted to the spirit 
and spirituality of the Sisters of St. Jo-
seph who might wish to deepen their 
commitment as a agrégée sister.

Today they are defined as Catholic 
women who commit themselves to 
active and inclusive love of God and 
the dear neighbor as expressed in the 
spirit and spirituality of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph.

The first was the late Rosabel 
Flax of Ness City, Kan., who 

became an agrégée candidate in 2006 
and professed her vow of fidelity to 
the congregation in 2008. Sisters 
Rosabel died in March 2014.

Others soon followed. When Chris-

Agrégée energy 
spreads to other
congregations
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tine Carbotte and Connie Palacio stood before the 
congregation earlier this month, they became the 
19th and 20th agrégée sister.

And as Sister Marcia saw in St. Louis, the agré-
gée movement has generated excitement as it’s 
been revitalized in other St. Joseph communities.

Congregations in Springfield, Mass., Brentwood, 
N.Y., Erie, Pa., Winslow, Me., and Boston have all re-
vived agrégée membership, and others in the U.S., 
Canada, Europe and India have expressed interest 
in learning more — but because each commu-
nity is independent, each definition of agrégée is 
slightly different.

For example, 11 agrégées have joined the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of Northwestern Pennsylvania, in 
Erie. Agrégée membership there is open to both 
married and single women.

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Springfield, Mass., 
allow even broader membership, according to 
Sister Natalie Cain. “We’re open to having male 
agrégées,” she said in an email. “We have a young 
married man who is quite interested.”

Concordia agrégées are unique from the other 
communities in one aspect: Only here are they 
called Sister and viewed as members of the con-
gregation.

But there are a couple of significant differences 
that are true across all the communities of St. 
Joseph:

►“Canonically vowed sisters” profess the vows 
of poverty, chastity and obedience, as defined 
by canon — or church — law. As part of the vow 
of poverty, an individual sister relinquishes all 
personal wealth and income; at the same time, 
the congregation assumes responsibility for her 
economic well being for the rest of her life.

►“Agrégée sisters” profess a vow of fidelity to 
the congregation, but it is noncanonical, mean-
ing that it is not governed by Church law and is 
instead a private vow between that sister and the 
congregation. And while it encompasses the three 
canonical vows, they are applied somewhat differ-
ently. The agrégée is called to live a frugal lifestyle, 
but she does not relinquish her finances to the 
congregation, and the congregation assumes no 
financial responsibility for her.

“As a movement, it has all kinds of new ingredi-
ents,” Sister Marcia explains. “There’s a freedom 
in it that’s not necessarily in canonical life. And 
that gives rise to what the vocation as a woman 
religious can actually do in today’s world  — the 
difference she can make and where she can make 
it.”

Agrégées
Continued from page 14

By RICH GARRIGAN

SALINA, Kan.  — In 1989, a small liberal arts 
Catholic college with more than 500 students 
in Salina closed for good. Thirty-two years 

later, nearly 500 alumni, guests, faculty and  Sisters 
of St, Joseph returned to celebrate the 
Marymount College of Kansas Centen-
nial Reunion and the 100th anniver-
sary of the college’s founding.

The celebration in Salina on Oct. 7 
and 8 featured campus tours, class lun-
cheons, a golf outing, Mass celebrated 
by Bishop Gerald Vincke, a “Toast to 
Marymount” on Campus and the finale 
— the Marymount Centennial Banquet 
— hosted at the Tony’s Pizza Event 
Center.

 “The response was truly remark-
able,” said John Arnold, Class of ’74. 
“When we started this process back 
in December 2021-January 2022, we 
were more than a bit tentative. Mary-
mount had been closed since 1989, 
Marymount alumni was on Facebook 
and the Sisters of St, Joseph Concordia 
regularly featured alumni information 
in their quarterly newsletter, but we 
had maybe a total of 50 accurate email 
addresses and that was about it.” 

 Arnold chaired a steering committee 
of about a dozen Marymount alumni, 
and they went to work. Committee 
members met on Zoom each month to 
dream, organize and execute an ambi-
tious plan. 

 “Our team on the steering commit-
tee was simply spectacular,” Arnold 
said. “They not only dug in, they dug 
deep. Whether it was site visits to 
Salina, running down email addresses, 
Facebook posts/direct messaging, dedicated and de-
signed email messages, data management, updates, 
name tags, logistics, music, finances, tours, menus, 
slide shows, memory books or photos... Our Steering 
Committee was unbelievable. Attention to detail? 
Wow.”

 Committee members knew there was a lot on the 
line. 

“We had to be committed to being finishers. Finish 
one thing and move on to the next tasks at hand. We 

had to overcompensate,” said Leslie Krauledis ’73. 
“Remember, there was no alumni office, no safety 

net. We were just out there, trusting each other, 
trusting the process, trusting in the Lord and know-
ing the Sisters of St. Joseph were in our corner, pray-
ing for us.

 “In a certain way, as I look back on 
the process, it was our way of saying 
thank you to the Sisters of St. Joseph. In 
another way, we were saying ‘Come and 
see what we can do and do well thanks 
to your dedication, instruction and high 
expectations. You set the bar for us.’ “

Bishop Gerald Vincke celebrated 
Mass in the Marymount College Chapel 
on Saturday evening. The Mass was 
concelebrated by Father Frank Coady. 
Bishop Vincke’s homily theme was on 
giving thanks for the many blessings 
we have. On this day, he emphasized 
giving thanks for the blessing of a 
Marymount College education.

 The Centennial Banquet on Satur-
day evening featured entertainment 
provided by Marymount Alumni high-
lighting songs originally staged and 
directed by the late Dr. Dennis Den-
ning, plus a number of shared memory 
presentations. Author Patricia Acker-
man was in attendance signing copies 
of her 2014 book, “Marymount College 
of Kansas:  A History.” 

  Sister Marcia Allen ’67 delivered the 
keynote address themed Sedes Sapien-
tiae (Seat of Wisdom) emphasizing the 
goals of seeking goodness as well as 
knowledge and becoming people and 
citizens of both faith and the world. 
She underscored additional goals in 
life to seek: the art of living and science 
of conduct. Sister Marcia shared a spe-

cial message from the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concor-
dia  to the assembled group: “You are our legacy.”

 Her presentation was greeted with a standing 
ovation.

 Almost 300 people attended the Friday evening 
social at the Garage Museum in Salina and roughly 
350 people attended the Centennial Banquet on 
Saturday Evening. People traveled from as far away 
as Germany and, of course, throughout the U.S.

Marymount alums & friends
celebrate 100th anniversary

The beginning and the end: 
Banners for each decade were on 
display throughout the Centennial 
Reunion in Salina.
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It all began in 2018 with a possibly suspicious 
email, the kind you might delete without a 
second look. Four years later, it concluded 
with the arrival in Concordia of three Domini-

can Sisters from Vietnam.
The story from that beginning to the end features 

bureaucracy, the pandemic, persistence and gener-
osity – and it’s almost as curious as that initial email.

“The email was lengthy and talked about sisters in 
Vietnam,” Sister Jean Rosemarynoski recalls. It was 
from a Father Bao Nguyen, a Jesuit priest in Balti-
more. “At first it looked like a scam… but for some 
reason I did not delete it.”

Father Bao was asking women religious in Ameri-
ca to sponsor sisters from Vietnam, to come here to 
live and serve for two years. The program is called 
Formation Support for Vietnam and was founded in 
2008 by a young Jesuit who realized that Vietnam-
ese priests, brothers and sisters did not have access 
to Catholic educational institutions to deepen their 
spirituality and improve their area of study. 

The program has assisted more than 300 people 
from Vietnam, in placements with congregations 
and dioceses across the United States.

“I responded to Father Bao’s email asking for 
more information,” Sister Jean explains. “Then in the 
coming days the whole Council had a Zoom call with 
him. We talked to the sisters living at the Mother-
house since the sisters would be living with them to 
get their input on whether we should pursue this. 
They unanimously agreed they wanted to do that.”

The next step was applying for religious visas 
through the Department of U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services. And it got complicated, Sister 
Jean says: “Because we had never sponsored some-
one on a religious visa before, we needed an on-site 
visit from Homeland Security to verify we are who 
we say we are. That took almost a year to schedule.”

Finally, “We were cleared for the sisters in Viet-
nam to apply for visas in January 2020.”

Then the pandemic hit and nothing happened for 
two years.

In February 2022, Sister Jean heard from Father 
Bao again: Were the Concordia sisters still inter-
ested?  

The answer was a resounding yes, even 
though the visiting sisters would be from 
a different congregation — which meant 

the Concordia congregation had to start the visa ap-
plication process all over again. But this time there 
was no need for the Homeland Security check and 
bureaucracy moved a little more quickly.

Three Dominican Sister of Go Vap, in Ho Chi Minh 
City, met the Concordia community via Zoom. 

“For several weeks our sisters have communicat-
ed with them, helping them to have some knowl-
edge of English when they arrive,” Sister Jean said. 
“Because there is a 12-hour time difference between 
us and Vietnam we zoom at 7:30 at night which is 
7:30 the next morning for them.  That has worked 
out well. Our sisters have a sense that they know 

SiSter 
Hoong tHi Hoai

SiSter 
nguyen tHi tien

SiSter
tran tHi tinH

Sister Hoai is the 
daughter of two 
artists, and she is 
the only girl in her 
family, with three 
brothers who are 
all engineers. She 
joined the Domini-
can Sisters of Go 
Vap nine years 
ago and professed 
final vows three 
years ago. She 
is a kindergarten 
teacher.

Sister Tinh has 
been a primary 
school teacher 
for four years. In 
addition to teaching 
math and Viet-
namese, she also 
teaches aerobics, 
group dance and 
some games. Her 
hobbies include 
reading, listening to 
music and writing 
short stories and 
poetry. 

Sister Tien has an 
older brother and 
a younger sister. 
Her parents ran a 
farm business and 
raised animals, 
including buffalo, 
pigs, chickens and 
duck. She is a 
nurse, and her 
hobbies are playing 
piano, climbing 
mountains, reading 
and listening to 
music.

Arriving with joy and song

them and vice versa which will make the first few 
weeks of transition much easier for everyone.”

See Vietnam Sisters, page 12

The three 
Dominican 
Sisters from 
Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam, 
had practiced 
introducing 
themselves in 
English. Then 
to the delight 
of the gathered 
Sisters of St. 
Joseph, they 
broke into a little 
song and dance 
to say hello. 
The Vietnamese 
sisters will live 
and serve with 
the Concordia 
congregation for 
two years.
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Ukraine
Continued from page 6

help people crossing the nearby border 
into Poland or traveling on to other 
parts of Europe.

They stayed in Lviv until July, moving 
four times and trying to figure out their 
next steps. They knew they could stay 
in Lviv, but to do that, they needed to 
find a house to rent and they needed 
jobs — “but that was already difficult,” 
Elena notes, “because the economic 
decline has begun across Ukraine.”

What Elena and Tatiana could not 
know was that there was already an 
avenue for escape they could never 
have dreamed of.

Sister Anna Marie Broxterman 
has been focused for decades on 
issues surrounding immigration. In the 1980s, 

she was one of the Sisters of St. Joseph who wel-
comed a family from Guatemala as part of the Sanc-
tuary movement and more recently she has been an 
active participant in the sisters’ Border Experience 
in El Paso.

So as she watched the Russian invasion of Ukraine 
and the unfolding refugee crisis, she wondered if 
there was any way the Sisters of St. Joseph for help. 
She says in April she quietly starting researching 
how Ukrainian refugees could come to the United 
States, and then in May took her ideas to the sisters’ 
Immigration Committee. They embraced her idea 
to sponsor one or two Ukrainian women and their 
children — but Sister Anna Marie’s idea almost 
immediately hit a snag: The U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Service requires that anyone who wants 
to sponsor an immigrant “must include the name of 
the beneficiary.”

Well, Sister Anna Marie didn’t know the names 
of any of the women desperate to get out of the 
increasing danger of Ukraine.

But she did know two Ukrainian men.
In 2019, she had met Alex Yanevaskyy, who is 

married to a niece of another Sister of St. Joseph, 
and his work colleague Dmytri Shakhor when the 
two Voice of America journalists produced a docu-
mentary that featured the sisters’ Border Experi-

ence. [The hourlong documentary, “The Wall Between 
Us,” is available on YouTube.]

Anna Maria contacted Alex with her idea to bring 
a Ukrainian refugee to Kansas. His response? 

“Impossible.”
Then she texted Dmytri. His response?
“I think it’s possible.”
Through Dmytri, she found a Lviv-based organiza-

tion called Women’s Perspective and run by Lyubov 
Maksimovich. Through Women’s Perspective, she 
found Iryna Trokhym, who was happy to be Anna 
Marie’s eyes and ears in Lviv; she was certain she 
could identify a couple of mothers with children 
who wanted to be sponsored to go the U.S.

As it turned out, it wasn’t that easy. Even for 
women frightened for their children’s future in an 
escalating war, it would be a scary proposition to  
travel across Europe, across the Atlantic Ocean and 
half way across America, where you don’t speak the 
language and will be with people you’ve never met.

But then Iryna found Elena and Tatiana.
 “As the mother of a young child, I wanted 

a good future for my daughter,“ Tatiana says. 
“I know that in Ukraine at the moment there is no 
future for children. With sirens and air raids, chil-
dren do not go to school every day. They do  have 
distance learning, but that training is very poor.”

And, Elena notes, “The fact that we left home back 

in 2014 had a great influence on our 
decision. Eight years have passed and 
those Ukraine territories have not been 
liberated. We know we will never be 
able to go home.”

Which is not to say the women did 
not have some concerns. After all, 
they would be putting their fate in the 
hands of strangers.

“We doubted for a long time and 
wanted to give up” the idea of leaving 
Ukraine, Elena adds. But “then periodic 
explosions and frequent sirens and air 
alarms began in Lviv.”

There was also a video Zoom call 
between Elena and Tatiana in Lviv and 
Anna Marie and Sister Jean Rose-
marynoski in Concordia, with Iryna as 
the translator.

“That helped us to talk to them,” 
Tatiana says with a laugh. “We realized 
that these are real people and we can 
consider moving to a completely differ-
ent continent.”

And so they did, traveling first to Warsaw, Poland, 
then on to Amsterdam, then Atlanta and finally 
Wichita. As it happened, Anna Marie wasn’t there 
to meet them; she’d tested positive for covid a few 
days before. So Jean and another sister met them 
as they got off the plane, and brought them to their  
new home with the sisters in Concordia. That was 
Aug. 26.

Two months later, in the autumn afternoon, Ta-
tiana says, “I have a little vision of the future for my 
child in another country, and God bless America for 
making that possible.

“We wake up every day and enjoy every day. Air-
planes fly in the sky, life goes on, everything around 
us grows, and this is so beautiful. 

“In Ukraine today, it is impossible to breathe a full 
breath.”

Elena and Tatiana asked that their full names not be used 
and that no photographs be taken for this article. 

When Russian President Vladimir Putin declared marital 
law in the four Ukrainian regions he now claims as part of 
Russia, one of the new laws was that no communications by 
phone or online can be kept private; it must be available for 
review by Russian officials at any time.

The women fear that if the Russian government learned 
they are in the United States, their friends and family might 
be interrogated   or worse.

After Russia invaded on Feb. 24, 2022, Vladimir Putin 
has claimed the four eastern regions of Ukraine as 
“independent republics” under Russian-military control.

The three women – Sisters Tran Thi 
Tinh, Nguyen Thi Tien and Hoong Thi 
Hoai — endured a 36-hour trip to get 

to Kansas City, and then the 3½ hours 
drive from there to Concordia. They 
arrived just in time for the Concordia 
sister’s annual fall Assembly, where 
they were officially introduced to the 
congregation.

Their congregation is one of 147 in 
109 countries that make up the Do-
minican Sisters International Confed-
eration. Together, the Confederation 
has nearly 19,500 Sisters.

In their two years here, they will 

have the opportunity to become pro-
ficient in English and learn American 
customs. Then they will continue their 
formal education, with the goal of re-
turning to Vietnam to help their com-
munity open a home for the elderly.

Vietnam Sisters
Continued from page 11
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VIGIL: Aug. 11, 2022, at the Nazareth Motherhouse
EULOGIST: Sister Missy Ljungdahl

A wise, wonderful, witty woman  — that’s 
our Rosey B. Today we come in gratitude 
for a life that impacted all of us — a life 

well lived. In reflecting on and reading Rose Bea-
trice’s life review, Maxim 4 comes to mind.

“Live, as much as you can, in such a way that your 
life in honor of the Holy Spirit, may be a continual 
act of the most pure and perfect charity that you are 
able to practice toward God.”

Cecelia Dreiling was born May 26, 1930, in 
St. Peter, Kan., to Peter and Clara Bol-
lig Dreiling. She was the seventh of 10 

children. Her siblings Benedict, Lorene, Richard, 
Thomas, Eugene, Rose Marie, Augustine, Robert 
and James all preceded her in death. She often said, 
“Being the seventh in line, I didn’t have to talk or 
be too aggressive. I was shy, sensitive, elusive, and 
observant … always present and seldom talking. 
Later I realized the gifts entrusted to me were ob-
servance, perception, and to see the humor in most 
situations.”

Now let Rose tell her story herself:

“My parents taught us how to work, play, 
pray, and respect all of creation. My love 

for the outdoors is still magical and inspirational. 
I grew up in Collyer, Kan., where we raised chick-
ens, had a large flower and vegetable garden and 
were given lots of responsibilities in taking care of 
everything that was living. 

“Mom’s priority was attending Mass, a devotion 
to Mary and the Rosary and she expected us to 
follow these devotions. As we got older, we thought 
we had outgrown some of this so we stayed out late 
one night… Mom met us with a Rosary and prayer 
book late that night. This was a lesson for life!

“At 14 I decided to enter the convent with my 
sister Rose Marie, who was 16 at the time. Mother 
Chyrsostom came to Collyer to accompany us to 
Concordia. We had to stop at Marymount College 
since Mother had a meeting. We were introduced 
to the students who exclaimed, ‘They’re robbing 
the cradle.’ However, those were the times.

“Upon our arrival at the Motherhouse, we were 

introduced to others and settled in to our new 
home. That evening at recreation, we were asked 
to sing a song. The only song my sister and I could 
think of, ‘Don’t Fence Me In.’ That was the last time 
for that song.

“Entering into a new life at such a young age 
was bewildering, challenging and filled with bless-
ings. Being so shy was always a hindrance — God’s 
patience and love as well as my devotion to St. 
Therese guided me through many tunnels and 
provided many animated moments.

“After making first vows in August 1946, I 
stayed at the Motherhouse to finish my high school. 
My next stop was a semester at Marymount to be-
gin my studies. The teaching assignments started 
right away. I was given a third-grade class with 55 
students in Chicago. I loved it! 

“The years teaching in Chicago and Aurora, 
Ill.; Salina, Kan.; Herndon and Grand Island, Neb.; 
Booneville and Chillicothe, Miss.; Milwaukee, Wisc.; 
and McLaughlin, S.D.; with grades K-8 were years 
of growing to know the many intricacies of God’s 
presence in my life and our world. 

“God’s intricacies … I graduated from college in 
1964 after having taught for 14 years and for seven 
of those I was teacher and principal. There was 
never a dull moment during those times.

“My greatest hope and challenge came with 
Vatican II when we were given permission to look 
for our own ministries and places to serve. I had 
always longed to work in the inner city and that 
opportunity came while responding to an ad in 
Sisters Today. This took me to St. Martin de Porres 
School in Milwaukee. 

“This new opportunity offered time to become a 
little more self sufficient and share life with sisters 
of different communities. 

“One of the greatest lessons my students and 
I learned together was that we could trust each 
other. My students worked with me in starting 

clubs, study groups, fund 
raisers, community service 
opportunities, and retreats. 
These moments really mattered.”

Recently, Rosie B. shared her deep love for these 
years of her life with Sister Regina Ann. Together 
they knew the importance of the mission of the 
dear neighbor.

Rosie said, “At the age of 92, Mom fell and broke 
her hip. She had been living and caring for my 
priest brother at the time. I knew it was time to 
leave the classroom and go to care for them. This 
was a big adjustment. Mom taught me so much 
about aging and shared great wisdom with me in 
those moments. She always let me know that I was 
good but having patience would be a real plus.

“After Mom’s passing, I was asked to go to 
Medaille as administrator. This was another great 
learning opportunity as we shared this time of our 
lives moving into semi-retirement. 

“The years spent with Mom and our sisters re-
ally showed me how great the lives of seniors can 
be so I started to work with a Senior Companion 
Program. We visited the elderly and tried to help 
with their needs and offered a presence. For 16 
years I really had a good time in Beloit, Plainville, 
Hays, and Wakeeney, Kan.

“At 83, it was time to move to the  Motherhouse 
where my time could be spent in prayer, working 
outside in the Grotto, helping others, and with vari-
ous hobbies.

Rosie fell and broke a hip on July 26. After 
surgery she said she wanted to come to the Moth-
erhouse. She was ready to go home. Her homecom-
ing days were spent with sisters and nurses at 
her bedside — thanking her for all the ways she 
touched lives and asking her to remember us as 
she meets God. Her final farewell was Aug. 8.

I will close with a prayer written by Sister Rose 
Beatrice:

God, You captivate the heart,
You draw near with your mysterious touch,

Only to disappear quickly 
leaving a desire to want more of You.

 God, we thank you for the gift of our “Ramblin’ 
Rose.”

Sister Rose Beatrice Dreiling
     May 26, 1930 — Aug. 8, 2022

Homecomings
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VIGIL: July 17, 2022, at the Nazareth Motherhouse
EULOGIST: Sister Mary Jo Thummel

Be nothing to yourself and be utterly 
given to God and to the neighbor. 

         — Maxim 39

Geraldine Lutgen was born on Nov. 26, 1927, 
to Charles and Elizabeth Koenigsman Lut-
gen on a farm three miles from Tipton, Kan. 

The eldest of seven children, she was preceded in 
death by her siblings Robert, Richard, Lawrence and 
Carolyn Ann. She is survived by brothers Leon and 
William.

During the Depression, and after suffering losses 
due to dust storms, grasshoppers, hailstorms and 
other hardships, her parents moved to eastern Kan-
sas and then to Beloit, where her father took up the 
trade of carpentry.

Geraldine graduated as valedictorian from St. 
John’s High School in Beloit in 1947, and that fall 
started nurses’ training at St. John’s Hospital in 
Salina. The first semester was spent at Marymount 
College, and it was during this time that her voca-
tion “surfaced.” She had never really shared the idea 
of a religious vocation with anyone, not even her 
aunt, Sister Maxine (who was a Sister of St. Joseph).

On Feb. 2, 1948, Geraldine journeyed to Concordia 
with her parents and entered as a postulant. Then 
on Aug. 15, 1948, Geraldine received the habit of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia, along with her 
new name: Sister Charlotte. Charlotte was so glad to 
have St. Charles Borromeo as her patron saint and 
was very happy to have a form of her father’s name, 
Charles.

A year later she pronounced temporary vows 
and received her first mission assignment  — to 
St. Mary’s Hospital in Manhattan, Kan., where she 
continued her nurses’ training.

In May 1952, Charlotte graduated from Saint 
Mary’s School of Nursing and successfully passed 
her state board exams.

After that, she served at St. Anthony’s Hospital 
in Sabetha, Kan., the Rawlins County Hospital in 
Atwood, Kan., and then went back to St. Mary’s in 
Manhattan.

During these years, she worked in X-ray, lab, 
surgery, obstetrics, floor duty, admissions, medical 
records, emergency room and, on occasion, in the 

kitchen.  I quote, “Not to do the cooking but to wash 
the dishes.” I can see Charlotte’s shy smile as she 
wrote those words.

In January 1958 she was sent to Marymount to 
work on her degree in nursing and graduated in 
May 1960 with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
Education.

In August 1960 Charlotte was missioned to St. 
John’s Hospital in Salina. An outstanding highlight 
during the two-year stay there was a trip to Rome in 
December 1961 for her brother Richard’s ordina-
tion to the priesthood. Sister Maxine traveled with 
her to Rome.

Charlotte’s next missions were in St. Joseph’s 
Hospital in Belvidere, Ill., and St. Joseph’s Hospital in 
Concordia.

While at St. Joseph’s  — after many years of caring 
for pediatric and geriatric patients — Charlotte 
adapted to changing needs at the hospital and 
learned to care for surgical patients. My observation 
of Charlotte’s nursing ministry was that it was car-
ried out in a loving compassionate manner.

In October 1987, Charlotte took a leave of absence 
from nursing to stay with her brother, Father Dick, 
who had become critically ill. He was placed on 
a heart transplant list and had to stay in Wichita. 
Charlotte waited with him for six months until he 
received his heart on April 16, 1988. 

Then Charlotte returned to Concordia to care for 
her own health and worked as a registered nurse in 
Stafford Hall, here at the Motherhouse. When the St. 
Mary’s sisters were all moved to the Motherhouse, 
Charlotte resigned her nursing position and took up 
the position of purchasing and distributing supplies 
for the sisters in Stafford and the Motherhouse.

In January 2004, Charlotte started volunteer work 
at Mount Joseph Nursing Home, where her brother 
Father Dick had become chaplain. It seemed like an 
ideal opportunity to attend his masses as well as to 
help the residents in wheelchairs to and from the 
chapel. Later when the need arose, she would serve 

as the Eucharistic Minister.
In January 2005, Char-

lotte moved to the Moth-
erhouse and continued her usual duties both here 
and at Mount Joseph. Charlotte enjoyed the ministry 
at both places. Everyone was so grateful for her 
services, and she felt blessed to have plenty of quiet 
time to spend in prayer and “being.”

Charlotte was a very quiet, private person with a 
good sense of humor and lovely smile. She enjoyed 
crocheting but there were no pieces of her work in 
evidence in her room. I would guess that she had 
given them all away because that would fit with her 
generous nature.

Charlotte loved to read a wide variety of materi-
als and on occasion, she selected one of the novels 
from our St. Anne Shrine library. (I check out books 
from that same library and would run across ones in 
which she has discretely written her initials and the 
date she concluded the book, in pencil, of course.) 

I don’t know if she wanted to remember that she 
had read that book or that it was one she wished 
to reread. I was always glad to find her markings 
because I knew I was assured of a good read.

Charlotte’s prayer books and rosary were always 
in evidence in her room. From my conversations 
with her, I know that prayer was a main priority and 
she not only said prayers but lived a life of prayer.

She believed in a merciful loving God who shep-
herded her throughout her life. To quote one of her 
recent mission statements:

“I want to be aware of the Sacred around and in 
me. I want to love all — knowing that at life’s end I 
will be judged on love.”

I began this short glimpse into Charlotte’s life by 
quoting Maxim 39, and I certainly believe that Char-
lotte’s life attested to the living out of this Maxim.

 I would like to conclude by quoting the words 
that Charlotte used to sum up her life:

“God is good. My religious life has been very 
rewarding. Truly our Lord’s words, ‘I have chosen 
you’ have been a daily reminder of my vocation God 
has given me and the way in which I am to live that 
vocation. I am ever grateful for the love and support 
my religious community and my family have given me 
over these years.”

Dear Charlotte, we too are grateful to have had 
you as a part of our lives, we have been enriched.

Sister Charlotte Lutgen
    Nov. 26, 1927 – July 15, 2022

Homecomings
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►  YEAR-ROUND — Directed and Private Retreats, at Manna 
House of Prayer, 323 E. Fifth St., Concordia. On a private retreat 
the individual spends time in silence, prayer, relaxation and 
personal reflection without a director. This can be for a day or for 
as many days as requested. On a directed retreat the individual 
meets with a director once a day. Cost: $55/day; spiritual direction: 
$30/session. 

► Nov. 5-7, 2021 — We are Image and Word of the Divine: 
Journaling Retreat Presenters: Janet Lander, CSJ & Jean Ann 
Walton, CSJ This weekend we will blend journaling experiences 
with time for personal and group prayer.  By using a variety of 
journaling techniques we can savor journaling as an encounter 
with the Divine within.  While the Holy Spirit is each one’s Spiritual 
Director; a journal can also serve as spiritual guide, helping us see 
God at work in us and deepen our prayer. Friday, 5 p.m. – Sunday, 
1 pm.  Cost: $150. Register online or call or email Manna House 
at 785-243-4428, retreatcenter@mannahouse.org.

► Nov. 11, 2021 — “Reading with Friends,” 10 a.m. at Neighbor to 
Neighbor, 103 E. 6th Street, Concordia. Story time for preschool-
ers, with a guest reader presenting a book selected to delight 3-, 
4- and 5-year-olds. Free book and snacks provided followed by 
playtime. Registration is required. Email neighbortoneighbor@
csjkansas.org or call 785-262-4215.

►Jan. 15. 2023 — Winter Interlude   Tired of winter already? Then 
we have just the thing! Come for a brief pause at Manna House of 
Prayer. Enjoy a late afternoon of live music, good conversation, a 
bit of inspiration and a banquet that only the chefs at Manna House 
can provide. The whole of the experience will be a delightful and 
delicious interim between the noisy, sometimes chaotically busy and 
dreary routines of daily living in winter time. Opening 4 p.m. Banquet 
6 p.m. Closing? When the dessert and conversation end... Guests 
welcomed on a first come, first served basis according to registra-
tion. Limit 36. Donations appreciated. Register with Susan LeDuc at 
785-243-4428.

►Jan. 22-28, 2023 — Change, Transition, Transformation...
Presenters: Marcia Allen, CSJ & Gilla Dubé, CSJ
    Change! This retreat focuses on the experience of change and 
its aftermath. Whether voluntary or involuntary, change changes us. 
And change, to be integrated as part of life’s process, must be woven 
together with transition. Transition is a difficult road to travel. Its de-
mands are often weighted with suffering and ambiguity, patience and 
risk, choices and resistance.     This retreat presents the opportuni-
ties to bridge the fearsome gap between change and transformation. 
It allows the retreatant to explore ways of navigating the necessary 
transition period. Sunday, 4 p.m.–Saturday, 10:30 a.m. In-person or 
Zoom participation. Cost: in-person: $500; Zoom: $300. 

online regiStration iS now available for 
 Manna HouSe of Prayer!
Go to mannahouse.org

Or, call 785/243-4428 or email 
retreatcenter@mannahouse.org

Coming Events

WEEK 1: Nov. 30  — The Annunciation
Presenter: Sister Jean Ann Walton, CSJ
     Mary got the biggest surprise of her life when the angel 
Gabriel paid her a visit. Let’s take a trip back in time and 
visit the Annunciation to see what Mary would say to us that 
would be relevant for today’s world.  

WEEK: Dec. 7 — Zachariah and Elizabeth
Presenter: Sister Mary Jo Thummel, CSJ
     Zachariah and Elizabeth – righteous before God but bar-
ren. What does this speak to our hearts? How is it possible 
to be righteous and barren? Are there places where our 
lives feel barren? How do we reconcile a loving God with 
the empty spaces in our lives? 

WEEK 3: Dec. 14 — Shepherds and Kings
Presenter: Sister Betty Suther, CSJ

     The ultimate question:  why the Christmas shepherds?  
It took more than 2 years for the Magi to make the trek to 
Bethlehem!  What is the relationship between the shep-
herds and kings? What significance does this Christmas 
story have in your life? 

WEEK 4: Dec. 21 — Emmanuel
Presenter: Sister Janet Lander, CSJ

O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign:

Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son,
and she will call His name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14) 

     Isaiah made this prophecy more than seven centuries 
before it was fulfilled in Jesus. That’s a long time to wait! 
What might waiting for Emmanuel mean for our lives? For 
what are we praying as we sing, “O Come, O Come Em-
manuel”? 

    POST ROOTS ALIVE! 
                SPIRITUAL PRACTICES 
           FOR COMMUNITIES OF ST. JOSEPH

The Family of Joseph Prays:
Spiritual Practices found in the Documents by J. P. Médaille, S. J.

                 Presenters and Facilitators: 
                        Patricia Byrne, CSJ Baden; Marcia Allen, CSJ Concordia

Session 1: Jan. 7 or Jan. 28, 2023         Session 2: Feb. 11 or Feb. 25, 2023

Complete information will be available soon 

Manna House of Prayer Advent Series

Save the Dates!

Cost: $15/session or $50 for the series. Wednesday, 7-8 p.m., at Manna House. Also available via Zoom.
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It’s autumn at the Nazareth Motherhouse, so it must be time 
for... FAR RIGHT: ... A Halloween story at Reading with Friends, 
the monthly pre-school story hour. After Sister Janet Lander read “I 
Love My Fangs,” all the kids had a chance to try wearing (plastic) 
fangs and Sister Missy Ljungdahl (pictured here) made sure they 
all knew how scary they looked. RIGHT: ... A visit from miniature 
goats. From left, Sisters Mary Fran Simmons, Margaret Nacke 
and Mary Savoie take their turn meeting one of the little animals. 
Motherhouse staff member Kaley Cleveland, whose family owns 
the goats, brought them to the Motherhouse for a surprise visit. 
ABOVE: ... A trick of light on an October dawn. Brilliant sunshine 
creates a bright orange band under the trees lining the Nazareth 
Convent Cemetery.

 In every age the church has used 
 whatever media 
 were available to 

spread the good 
news. ...  How 
sad it would be 
if  we did not use 
the latest tools 
available to us to 
communicate the 
word of  God.  If  Jesus could talk about the birds of  

the air, then we can surely tweet.
— James Martin, S.J., 

America Magazine

PO Box 279
Concordia KS 66901

youtube.com/CSJKansas

@CSJ_Kansas

facebook.com/CSJKansas

info@csjkansas.org

1.785.243.2149

www.csjkansas.org

Connect With Us!


